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Suit claims NBC-TV's 'The
Apprentice' was ripped off
Los Angeles Business from bizjournals

Venice-based Velocity Entertainment Group and it's
chief principal, Mark Bethea, have filed a lawsuit
seeking damages against the producers of the NBC
show, "The Apprentice."

According to a spokesperson for Bethea and the law
firm representing him, the suit was filed in the United
States District Court, Central District Court of
California Thursday morning.

The suit claims executive producer, Mark Burnett of
Mark Burnett Productions Inc. in Los Angeles and co-

executive producer, Conrad Riggs of JMBP Inc., stole the idea for the show from a legally
registered presentation made by Bethea to Riggs in the summer of 2001. Burnett also is
known for creating reality shows "Survivor" and "The Restaurant."

The suit claims copyright infringement, breach of implied-in-fact contract and unfair
competition. Other defendants named in the suit include NBC Universal, owned by General
Electric, Vivendi Universal, Trump Productions LLC and executive producers of the show,
Donald Trump and Jay Bienstock.

West Los Angeles law firm, Makarem & Associates, is representing the plaintiffs.

In August of 2000, Bethea claims he conceived and developed a reality-TV show entitled
"C.E.O.", which had contestants competing against each other in a corporate environment
to become the chief executive officer of an actual corporation.

Because of his corporate experience, on-screen presence and credibility, Donald Trump was
specifically named to host "C.E.O." Bethea pitched the idea to producers, including Riggs,
in June of 2001. Riggs informed Bethea that he and Burnett were not interested in
producing "C.E.O." Also, Bethea said it was understood Riggs would keep the concept for
"C.E.O." confidential.

Ronald W. Makarem, of Makarem & Associates, said Bethea has contacted the show's
producers to settle the matter, but he has had no success.
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